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THE STORY OF
By W. T. COOK

T[lE lalrer lart oI ibe lqth centdr, eas
r a p€riod duriie wbkb man] innuenlial
people aldt froh bellring.B thcmselves
look a. intercst in bells. It was abo a
period ot intense aciivily in church and
athed.d resroiano!, ard one €nnct help
geriing the imF.ession that a good deal ot
.iyal.y existcd, parlicula.ly anotg larger
churches and catncdrak, each trying to ool-
do the others in tbe splendour, size o. cost
ol their fttiogs{ .ivalry in wh'ch rhet
we.e cncounged by rhe generosity of
donors, and the lage rumbei rhen exi8t
ins of amat ur "expcni in various $rbjects.

Su.h seems to have ben th€ influen es
whi.h p.ompted the Dean a.d Claptc. of
St, Pall's Cathed.al, London, 6Bt to cquip
St. Paul's with what was at th€ limc the
heaviest !€al of twelve ringing bells in tbc
counlry (opened in 1878). aDd three yeas
later to decide to add a lare€ Bou.don bell.
ln making thes arrancements thet pere
largely guided by Dr. John Stliner, the
organist of st. Pa!l's. who was ignoidt of
clange ringing. but pas prepared to lislen
lnditi€lly to the advice of St Edmund
Beckett (later Lord G.inthorle). So il
came about that Beckctt was appoinrcd
cldtutu ol tle committee to act as
referees on the spccifications for. and castins
of, the peal of twehe, the work bejnc en-
trustcd 10 Johr Taylo. & Co. Beckelt\
specincation was for a tenor of the prekrt
weisht (62 cwt.), but ir D insLead of B flar.
as it now is. Mr, Taylor. howeler. con-
sidercd this to be impossible, so hc made
a mistake" in the casting oI lle peal! For-
tunalely. Sk Edmund was satisded wiur the
resul,: in a letter to "The Timcs' .n
Novehber 20, 1878 (rhe same letler as thc
one ir which he dcscribed Me$B. Meas
& Stainbank as "tbc oldes, and worst of
tbe found.ies in Ensland", whi'ch rcsllted in
the lib€l actior of SlaiDbanL & Becketl). he
said ol rhe belk of sr. Paul's, Tlris h un-
questionably lhe Crandest ringirs pea.l in
E.elaDd. and lherefore in the world",

Cet flol @ ronte
froD Lous[b@ugh B€U-
foundry to Loldor tn
May, 1882,

GREAT PAUL
Sir Ednund was agrir chaitud oi the

fcfe.ccs wien it was deided to go ahcad
$th the orciecr for a Bourdon bLll. Ap
Drrcntl\ ibe Dean aDtl Chaptef en!lsrsed
;inern! in rhe lontirentrl srliei Jr one ol
tleir iupponere pur rt, the bell would
_4e lorrh ! JeeD hass soun,l, and add tu
rie eff*! of thosa of a more sillerv jone ,
rn. l  i t  eas or ls inal l !  p lnM€d lo plrcc.  i t
in the north $ert  to$e.,  qhere lhe nngrng
real aLeady }u!s. A subscriplion list was
opered, and donanons towa.ds the eslinalcd
cost of !3.000 for castinc, transpo ing ald
hansinc the bell se.c re..ived lrom many
souies. ircludnre some ol rhe City Com-
naoies: but a resolDtion mored 3t a meel_
irs of lhe comnon Council of the Citv ol
I ;ndon in Jdne 1881 to donate !300 xas

14 TO\ BELL ORDERED

The order fof thc b€ll was Placed !1th
John Taylor & Co- in June or Juty 1881i
dFrarentlv the order was for a 14_toD bcll
inslead of fte 16 lons 1ie pres€.t bcll
nerahs. so ocrhrps lhe cummit lee changed
the; minds latcr. They cerlrinlJ hrd amplc
time to do so. Ior the bell was rot cast
rndl Wed.esday. Nolcmber 23, l88l
Thr.e frrnace3 seie !scd. of vnich one
had bcen sDccially constu.ted, and thc bell_
netal (ov* 20 rons ol n) was abott 8!
hon.s in cou.se of meitinq. bcins poured
into thc morll at hall-Iast ten al night.
Ihc rcferees the! waitcd aniously unril the
elcnrnA ol  Tuesday lhc 2alh fo.  lhe metJl
lo c.ol  sui ieenr\  for  the bel l  lo be rc
novea ffon its mould and examined, I
say "anxiously". for rhcre had rcce.rly
been considc.able conttovcrsy orcr tne cast
ing of large bells, some 'autlo.itiei nr.in-
iainins that a bel of such a sizc {as lery
llable to crack owins to the diffi.n1lt ol
n\oidi .c DorosLtv,  This,  i r  ! !s msinlained.
$as lhtr ; i \on tor  the da\hns oi  BiE Bcn
lnd lhe crackins a ycar lreviouslv ol
vrnchester Town Hati's Hour Bell. which
{eiehed 6 tons 9 c{t. However. lccord_
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nrs lo D.. Srainer, the castiDs proved to
bC as smoolh aDd as delicate in surfa.e and
oultire as if it had been a littlc 'trebte ot
5 dt. . - , The tkin of the casting showed
no na{ ol any kind whatever, and wlen the
tune $as l rodLceLl  by swln8ins J beavv
ball u. iron aBasst fie \uundhos i m ecdl
nole boomed out vhich was imlrcsire
bevond descriDtion. . . l! has ben de_
.ni,.d ro use thc b€ll tor th€ i.st tine on
Easler Sunday ncxl. when I shatl be sur_
Fnse'l if fondoners do not reall\e the fJcL
r l ! t  GreJr Paul  h {onh! al ike . t  ther
u.ieot city and 3ltendid clthedral,"

ARMS OF DEAN AND CIIAPTBR
Il htd originall! bce! thoueht thal Great

Paul would wciah over 17 tons, but ils
weiglt is ln facr 16lons 14 ctt. 2qrs- 19 lb,
wh€n lesling the bell at tbe Lorshborolsh
Foundry. Dr. StaiDe. pronounced the nole
to be E flat. the uppcr Dartials B llal,
E na! and G being just audiblc *]th the
sonorols ground tore". Ils dianeler is
9lt. 6lins and its helsht 1o the to! of the
canols sft. toi$. lt i3 inscribed,.JOHN TAYLOR AND CO. FOTINDERS

LOUGHBOROUGH MDCCCI XXXI
V,^E o MIHI o Sl o NON o

EANGELISAVERO"
and is decoraled ako rith the arDs ol lle
De& and Chapler. The Latin tc\t is taken
lrom 1 cdinlhians 9, x!i: "wce is unto
ne, il I preach not thc gosFl."

Dr sr:iner's esrim,te lnrr rhe hell sould
first be used on Easier Sunday, April 9,
1812. pro!€d over-oltinristc: indeed, it sas
nol until May 13 that it started irom
Lou8hborough on its journey 1o London.
By rhen, ia had been dccidod to hang the
bell in l}e sout!-west lower of St. Paul's
in thc clock chamber, i.stead of in &e ld-
rern above 0r€ rins of t$elve in rhe ourer
to{er. as was al irsr iltended. It felt rhal
this wontd be "a malter ot no musical o.
olhcr consequence , in the words of thc
"Standard', "as the gfeat bell in a Bour
don, or 3edice beu, vhi.h siu be ru.e for
live minules before service time.

A conside.able anounr of rork had to be
done to p.epare rhe Soulh-q€sl toee. for

.:,
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'c 
ol  rL.  ru{(r .  r i .h crear

GRE\T PAUL Jon, inued. i l . , , t  , "  -uo," .  the Hour Bet,  . .  $c, ,  , ,p
housils Grcat Paul. l, order to get the rbole_ io rhc lanlcrn, ud the t*o Quai.r
bel l  ro rhe bJsc or lhe loser,  insJe l \e bcl- .  rc ID 

"bove 
lb.  "adi- .cpiral  Jr  rhe seonet icdl  ra i (a le ,  lhe C\prRt\44\1s Al  I  Ol  (THBOROUCH

'. ' .onrJ on ecch side ol  lbc . i \ - Ioor srJe \ \  h i te rheje Drepdr"rons rere beinr mJd<.
ourer doorvd) r 'he De'ns Doon') l  hdJ <roe. menF {ercsonson- l  t  oushburouJh
ro be. . r  

"qdJ, 
aod. \ " id lhe Ddi l j  Ner.- .  q: ih 

"$rnsire rhc dl  l r  $e aE lo be_
' '  d sood der l  u i  ogenui l )  ha'  hrd lo t te Lere tnc _\r .  no"r \ i  o l  \ r lcr .h ?r) .  Ihe
e\ercr,eJ In . l , Ins rp w- l l ' ,  rhc loqet or iemdl -raraemcnl.  lor  h ldginC '1d 

r ,ne
porr io.r  o l  qh.h hd\e h.d lo be re inr-Cre"r  PJi .  qerc as lo l lo$s:  | .e h," .1_
mu\eu. . . .  lhere i !  "buldatr t  

\pJ.e ror , l ; (  . "  l0| l .  a in. .  ,odA. The we el"r  o l
r lc  bcL ru p"{  Lp rqc wc I  o l  the hlaih"€ rhc m"rer,dl .  o i  r1e heaaro. l  , '  abo.r
until it rcaches the dome of solid masonry 70 cwt., of sllch a litlle ov.. 42 crt, is
at the sunmit. The.e sas a circ.]tr space iron. The bell is sccured to the hcadstock
,n rh l " rgc enoreh lo hrre adm l led , l r  b,  r ron 

-mo. 
o"h. i fs rhroueh r ' .  -1non.

rhc. thcf  bel ,s.  br t  I . r  rhe neLNmd one . ' ;d hot.ed 
-boie 

rhe {o. t  the iu.nred
,ouFe oi  md.odry h, '  f ,d lo be remo\e. l  .  aDoer reis\ ,  o j  .sr .  and -  'boul  

rqo

' l l  round, i .d Ib.s Vr.  Pelro.e G' .h i l ,e. l  reci  lonqer lhdl  !he muu$ or the hel :  i l
,u rhe t- rhearalr  ha very ideen'oJ' l \  .on_ uDFr oanron pd.\e\  lhroreb t ie lup nf  he
tr ' \e.  lo oo $irhouL lhe rear.ns ol  . .at_ bi i t  

"no 
b nr led ro.he rop o lLe hc"d_

folding has rcmoved the hassive iin of st@k. The tpo cudseons are each 5l jnchcs
stone, that is to say, entuely liom above. in diameler, Ac.ds the hsdsrock there are
Tle total dislance f.om the sround !o the terDorarily fasiened lso lons ban of *@d
rina. rc.r :nB pl . .e of  rhe bcl l  F 125 rel .  nrol . r in ' j  on ed.h . iJe ro Ine e\r ,nr  J . i
T l r . ,  r , l  br ins,he rew "n ' \d l  

ju{  Lp. .DJ.r  rcet  b i i .he, .  rnd lorminA lour lcve6 lur
rb< ramou. old bel l  ( i .e.  

'he 
rron Hotr  dre ror,  " r ! ,chcd 

ro rhe b( l l .  r " .h ul
Bel . .  lhe quarrer bel l '  hare hdd rJ drese iere6 hr.  iorr  rcpe.,  

" id 
cJn.e

be move\ l  or  r  o l  lhe r  
'J :  

rhc '  q; l l  be rc-  auenl l \  the t ld- .hne-r  'c
bung ru,  ab. \e Creal  P'ul .  a l i ,  le on orc JuiEd tor iR $or i i -s.  .  .  .  l r  sa.  e\  r -s
, i . l ( .  lhe . lo. l  wi l l  nor bc inr f l -  rd.ee r \e \ rsr  ber l  mo\c ro lhe fu l l  .  r le
l€red *ith lermanenrly." nen. 10 sec it swing through a vcrtical

ThF. o) ,he w"v.  n nor rhe elnr ins hcshr oi  'e\cn [e. t  ro.se the N d{o,  '
-moeem(nl  o i  the bdb in lbe Soulh ren cl"nper |  \e 

' rp 
crrer

rose..  The $or ls oi  lhe c loc( are -nDe 
bel l ,  lu fo l los on trhcn i r  bec. , -c lar ior , r )

d.dlel)  bed,nd lhe, ,o ' l  ld.e. .  
" !J 

nnre or "nJ ! .1 rhc rn,r  ' ide ol  Ih,  'oun' l  bor '

JanuarY l '1,  1972

The^ rh.  r l ,pper,  l l lns c l ( r r  immed dGl!
un \rr ikrng, lo l loqed rhc bdl  up smrlJr l t
.n the oDoo. i le s idc Jnd skulk rAdrn rrc
bel l  .  .  .  hJ\  m,de r l \e t  auJ blc as i r r  i \
\even mi lcs.  Appdrcnt l r '  ho$$cr '  mc
lLaDocr did not t l r r )s nrk< on hoth tdes
Dr rhe br l l .  thc (Lppcr be n3 J tsht l !  out
ul  (enFdl  rd jushenr,  dnJ tho sqine .r  lne
b<11 bcLne a fe$ in lhcs ihor l  ot  shat r l
uuchr tt, be. thrluch the ropej be ng
rt l ; l led to s l r r  ahL le ler  $hich cuuld not
be pul led 1ow f l rousl .  nr ls qLl-be re\ t r -
neJ in rbe oermrnent 5$ nli ns oI tde be I
br , ruch ns the ropes lu r  qhecl  or  lx l i

'l hese. an.l other detalls reported in the
-StJr l l r ;d.  brcochl  fu ih '  

let lcr  oI  .barn
( ' i r . \m f .om H. EJr lc B'Luer.  $ l .h ap_
Deared in the Bcll Ncss of April 8 'I
hearrr lJ eonsr: tL t r l .  Mc$4. Tr\ lur"  hc
sc d,  un lhe r  Srcdt re\crencc tor dntqlr t ,
as cvinced rn this instancc by tbe rercclron
ul  rhc pruled e\p€r ien'( i . r  moJern eng]
neerins \. cn!e. Jnd their prciereole lor tb_d
uld rornrcdte0 \)stcmr oL t ie pdn wnrcn
ht\e lonA r1u becn ' l .qJrJed and Jbao_
duned hy prr . rnJl  eng nccrr  r \  uselesr 3nd
baJ. l f  CreJt  PJUI \  huns n lhe
nanner nos DroDosed. il $ill be mo.e bv
sou, l  I  L lk rhrn bl  eo.d mrnasemenr i f  lbe
sor l  has n" l  t .  be dune.\er aaarn in the
coursc ot ! few rea.s on an entirely dif_
ierenl princiFle. Earle Bul*ers prog.os
ricati.n ieens tu hare ntrned out 10 be
absohten coEect. a! {ill be seen later.

(To be.o. l 'nued)

RETTREMENT OF CANON A. C.
COMER STONE

Advent Sunday, Novenber 28, was a sAd
occasion ai Sr. Georse s Chnrch, Barking-
side, Essex. fo. afler 'l1 yeab as vicar and
55 years in ihe ninislry, ill-heallh lorce.l
Canon A. C. Comer Stone to reti.e. Prior

10 his ldr se$j@ a quarter Deal of Cam-
bridse Major {as runs o. rhe b€lls he
loved and indced in the torver ot 1ie church

It sas in 1927 that thc Bishop of Chelms
tord askcd him to tackle the tak of build
ing a parish in an area wlich was rapidly io
dcvelop fron ields 10 a typical London
suburb- His Fquesl 10 have a towcr and
belb in the churc!, $hich w$ la4ely his
oxn desien and based on lhe churches he
kneN as a boy in Stafio.dshire, in Essex
and in Salonica, was refused by the Bishop.
Bui. undau.led, hc .aised lhe money for a
towe., and as mor. money became alailable
so the beUs wcnt in the front tour in 1932,
the lifrh and sixrh in 1937, the seventh
(Thanksgivina) in 1947 and inally 1ie tenor

Due to the hck of funds the ricaCs
d.eam of a typical Essea towe. with small
lrrret and flagpole od 1op, was slopped 20
feet sho.t and $i!h r tenporary top h8t."
It is prinarily for lhis rcdson and the
proximity of tocal honses thal the bells hrle

The belb are a very handy octaYe in F
sha.p (lenor 149) and are rung reeularly
by a keen band ol youns people in n€thotls
up 10 Bristal. At the Tues.lay ev€ning prac-
iice thc yicar was a lamiliar and v.ry
rcsular lisiror. w€ wilt all miss him and
his lriendly words, aqd it is our hope that
he {ill €rjoy his rclirement, As he i3
moyins only a few miles from the paftl
ve hope 10 k@p in tolcl with him af,d to
kep him informed ol p.osre$ on bis b€lls.

D. E,

STOKE-ON-TRENT. STAFFS

The Parish Church of St. Peter ad Vinc.la
is rhe parish church of the Poneries. ln lhe
chancel are nemorials to many famou3
potlers Wedgsood, Spode and Copeland
are all prcsent. W'rh chanses in the methods
of firing, the air is noiv clean, and into thig
clean air mounts the rqtorcd and white
to$€. ol Stoke Chu.ch. Until recendy ihe
to$e. $as black $i1h srime. An i.snecrion
revealed drat the outer facing ot thc tower

IIIE TENOR BELL

sas movins away f.om ihe biick ternel.
M.jor work was obriously n@serr. Do
ffnitely the bells hust be rebu.s lovcr i!

11 vas the rinsing masrcr. NIr, J. G. Bur-
lon, lrho had the foresigbr io realise thar
he.e \ras the opporlrnilr-' lo recast the blls
and inc.ease rhe ri.8 fron €ielrt to ten
Earlti and full consulhrion betwen th€
rinse6. rhe architccr and John Taylor and
Co:ha! tr.dnced the presenl splcndid ou!
come. The archnect. hinself a ringer. is
delishted *itb thc inproved stability of fte
slruclue. The rinaers believe. nshlly. thal
they hare one ol the most splendid rings in

The neldlious efiect ol $e bclls al anv
distance fr.n fte towcr n nosr na.ked
Thcv are of yery ercnly balanced tone, no
one bcll D.edoninating above rhe olher' The
hardling oI thc bells is of rhat standard of
ease ho\f cxDected ol John Tarlor and co.
It must gire Ntr. Paul Taylor C.eal satiifac-
1im 10 hear and see so nagnilicent a com-
pletion !o the work siarted by his grear-
srandfadre., Nlr. John Tatlo., sho cast the
old octar€ in 1832. The b€lls vet duly
dedicated bJ the Arcld€acon of Sroke sith
lhe usual ceremonies on Novemb€r 3. It
rill rot be Iong before iingeF from all
over the colnty cone to kno* this erand

speldb pnDt d !61 tom. .E
sYribble (fE) ftm LW. Ona,
.ScY@ Corne'! Prr.a Grndtord,
s6d sradDcd rdilrrr.d (tto. ! /[r)

crYdot .


