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THIS YEAR OF' l97l  is  ihe 8501h anni
!c !JrJ ul  lhe loDndrns ot  Th( Pr ior ,  u i
Sr. Bdrrholomcr the Creaf. Smithiield,
l-ondon. xnd therclore an approplate nme
ln.  c shod h6tory to app€r in The Rin8ine
World.  The Pr ior '  was fuutrJtd in I123 by
Rahere, a courti€r of King H€nry L 11
\rrJ bnilt as an ,{usustinian Piiory and
rcnained so until lhe Dissolulion of |he
Monasteries in 1539. Aller ! period of use
J" r  nar ish \hurch, Queea Mar) edve i t  ro
rhe Donini .an Flc6.  who o0 her de3th
in l5J8 {enl quietly aFay. leaving the old
Prio.v ro beome once dore a laflsh
.hurih. The nneLnat buildinE tras cunsrruc
l .J rn rhc No.man st t l .  and $hed l iual i !
comDletcd sas abou! 350 ft. lons, In addi-
ii.n t. rle .hurch il had all lhe nom.l
Dronasti. appendages, The presen! cbu.ch
cnn\k\  of  lhc or ie inal  choir  l lus the *6s
in! rnd une bav
ladv chlDel, .i/.u 1335. which b situated
heliind tire hph .ltar dnd one sidc of a
. losrer.  Uddeineath Lbe fady (hapet is a
fine crypr. used ar sode lime as a chartel

\ t  adLlholumes\ HorPi t ! l  $,s also
roundeJ b!  RJherc,  but  due to conldued
ill leelin! hetween thc lwo foDndations thev
suun tr ; red cump!ny, Hose"er.  lhev 

-st l l!onlin reLi to wran*le
LhJt Lr l \  In r te Llrh cenlu/y the Hocl i ta l
rsiLated to hale more bells. The Bisho!
decided fiat they should no! have more
than 1*o. thal tlcse 3hould Dot be iarse
dml th rhe Huspiral wJs Dor lo have t
belfry in the accdirome,J mamer. Fudhd,
rhai on Easter Eve they were not to 

'Dgtheir bells before lhde at the Priorv were
rung. Needless r. sJr. at pre\enl rel3lo,ns
hrtqen lhc t{o toun'Jatron5 ate ot be
friendliesl, The Hospital Chlrch ot St
Atrrfh.lomew th€ Less has a to*er contam
ins ihree beus. two oi which date from
11-35: lhcse are nos chided far Sundat

Rahere also obLined from Kitg Henrv
(he risnr lo hotd a tlir in the viciditv of th.
Pfor i  on s l .  Bar lholome*'s Da):  th is wac
rn imoodlnl  sourcc. f  income for rhe
church This fair was held annuauv lrom
Il3l ald in monastic times vas lhe grat
annual market for the woollen ald clolh
irades ol th. county. Ind€ed, trlders came
from $e Contindt to sell their wares. At
the Dissolution of the Priorr_, llenrv vlII
eare rhe riahts ot tbe fair ro Lord Rich.
ind Bafl\ Fai. contilu.d until 1854 wlen,
air€. a long dccline. it died . nalu.al death.

lCondnu.d ov.rl..ll

THE PRIORY OF ST. BARTHOLOMEW THE GR€AT,
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ST. DARTHOI,OMeW-odtirled

OTHER FAMOUS FIGURES
Besides Rabere many othe. fdous fsures

oi hislory have had dsciations wiih St-
tsa.tholonew'3. Wat Tyle. was snot. down
by Walb.ook beiorc the greal d@r of the
church. Was he finished of in the church
or ldlital? --cortempor.ry reco.ds are
divided, Willim Wallace. the Scotlish prt-
rio! was hanged, drawr and quarte.ed out-
side tho west frort du.ins lhe beight of
Barfs Fair and Mdton took refuse in .he
lrecincls of the close duine the early days
ot the Restorat'on. Hogarth, the ereat
!ai.re., was born, baltised and lived in the
pJrish. John We\ley prcached many limes
berc anLl codducred weddjnss ddrine rhe
period he aas !n Mbenenced ard unlicensed
clereyman. qhils! BeDjanin Franklin, tbe
American statesmaD, wo*ed as a jouhey-
man D.inter in the Lady Chlpel durins the
lid€ of its secullr !se- Nor b be foreolten
is thar la.ge army ol peolle wbo. in dc-
feDc€ ol their bcliefs, ,c.ished by burnjne
at thc srake du.ing the rcig$ of the Tudo6.
Tlre stlk€ aas just outside the rest etr-
trarce a.d it is reputed that Queen Mdry
used to warch proceedines from ! room
oe€. tnc enliane gat€.

'th€ !.esenl tow* was built in 1628 a.d
consists of four floo6. From the outside
one sees a rcd b.ick towe. with no interesl-
ing archiLctural teatures- Ho{ever, lrom
the inside it cln be obsered lhat the lower
h buill on the old Norman arches aDd thal
lbis Norman vorn continues u! o! llree
sides of tho lower as far !s rhe ceiljng of
rh€ nrst floor, wbich is ihe .ineins .h3mber.
Abore this n 1he clock roon. contdning r
clock whi.h was mosl likely ilslalled when
the iowd was built. dd the bell chamber
is imnedialely above. A full list of the
nans of those who subscribcd to the blild-
ine ol this tower is still in eii3iencd and is
teDt wilh thc parish re6.ds.
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Vi@Pa.ld€nt Edwin A. B,m€n-
Hon. s.ccbry:

ls Rav.nso.r. Ro.d, Chr ron Kinsr
Ch€lroiham

tlb'.d.nr Frod.rlok Sharpe,

BOOK OF THE FOUNDATION
The n.st nention of bells at St. Bartho-

lonovs is in lhe "Book of the Foundation .
$hich reco.ft the story of Rahere s @nve.-
sion and the building of the Prioryi it dso
aiv$ a wondcrtul  p ictur€ of  l l fe in lhe l2 ih
centur) .  This bo^k,  $hich is er i lkd in
Larin. is now h the Cotlonian coilection
at the British Museum. At tb€ Dbsolution
oi the Monasteries the Priory possessed iwo
r inss of  bel l \ i  the h€aviet ,  h r ins of  s ix
r i rh a t€nor oi  3 repuled weiahl  ot  16 !qt . ,
was sold to 51. SeDdlchre's. Urto.tunatclv
ihey were run ou1 auring the Creat Fire of
London. These bclls are menlioned bv
Stow in his survev ol London, s.itlen iD
1598. The lishler rirs. thc lresent belh,
rre a conllete rins ol five medieval
bclls. all cast by the sane founil€r. Tbey
hear the mark ot Thomas Boilsdon. {ho
llourished in 1506 10 1510, and lt is beiievcd
1hal they were @st as pa.ish b€]ls at the
instlncc of Prior Bolton, the Feflultnnate
holder ol the odice. nlo {as .onnecLd
with thc buildins ol lie H€nry VII Clapel
It westninste. Abbey. Downman, in hc
orrv.lelv oinled hook ot 1898, tcbulalc\
;ver:0 Bulh 'don bel ls $hich rcre then in
u!e in rdr ious par she\ of  EnsldELl

Tn, l iv iduJl  dessr ipr ions of  rhc bt l l \  are:
l. Jrncr€ Ba hol€mdo O'a Po Nobk Hglshi

ta+- ota. 22

o,a Pro Nobi3 tseis l r l  21'"
ola, 26tr". Est.

4 Sdn.te Joh.ndes
?9 ' Esr weishl 4 cwr

ora Pro Nobk Hesht 25 .

Each bell bears after tlE word NobiJ a
shield wiih the lradc ma.k oI the founder,
a bel l  deDendent f ronr.  r rJn\verse bcJm
or socl { Lh the lclrer Tr in the ficl.l E{
ceDr ior rhe dcdrca{ron or thc Ireble bell,
to the prkun \ainl  of  rhe Pr io4,  i t  .3D
unlv be oure \onFcture eh'  lhe remrinioC
berij trcrc siten tbcir dcdications Re!.rds
show lhar rhere {ere .hapels I !  bolh Sl
Anne and St. Karherine dd an imasc to
St. Petor in the old Priory but nothing 10
connect silh SL John the Baptisl. The bells
arc huns anlr  -  c lockwise in lhe or ie inal
quoden frJme of  1628

Since 1510 thee sw€er-loned bells lave
been rune for scrvies rn'l lo commemordLe
rhe lreat €rerh oi hrstur! as lhev hrD_
Dened. and mroy of tbse are recorded io
ihe lairsh registeE. tosetler $ith lhe fes
paid to lbe tngers.
w3. rhe an.udl commenoration of lle
birrhdcy of Qu*D Elizab€rh I, slich con'
rdued unril 1708, and for rhjs Ihe rinsers
$er. pard 2s. 6d. to be shared nve sarr'
These bells wer€ rine lo welcome lhe scme
molarch oD hd visits io lhe Citv of Lon'
don a.d have altu h€eD rung to lronour
and welcome the ltesent Elzabeth II ot

Un l8l4 the P.io.Y Pokssed a! old
sanctus bell. which was m€lt€d doF. in
that ved to p.ovide detal for ! larser bell.
weishins.)  $t .2 or,22 lb.  to b€ !5ed ca
a c- locabel l ,  dbd ih i r  beU is , l r l l  In uq,
UDforrunately there is no lecord al th€
church or at the foltdry of the i.sc.iptior
.n rhis old bell, As fa. as is tnovtr therc
hs\e been only rwo peah dDs on lhe bells
in rherr 460 years of urlhe fist rung by
rhe Middle$x c.A. ir l9?3 to celelmte the
80oth auiversary of ihe Foundation, and
in l95s by tbe Kenl C.A. for lhe Parronsl
fesrivaL. Unfd nately, due lo the n.arnesr
of the hospiral buildirgs to the toser, thc
po$ibility of fdnher peals ie r.mote: hor-

lcontinuod ar {o., ot 
^eri 
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STiFFOLK GUILD DINNER

Seared a( tli. rop rab6 we.€ M
lp.esidenr)  and

J. Frcan.n lpr€si&nr, c,c,),
Mr. H. E. Eosrenone (rnsins manei and Mre.

thon. sec'erary),  Mr.  and M6.

c w. Deiyei  (R.w,J.

F.  Franrs S Lnq, S. M Ppe, R. Bedlord,  A.

s. J. rwirch{r,

"DELIGIIT" PUBLICATIONS
. A BELL9INGER'S GUIOE TO CTiURCh

1a) c orh back, board sid.s 63p
lb) crob cas.d soe
1d) soard srdss,

Posrase, drc,  1ar 3nd 1b) ep, {c)  12p.

o SETLiTTGERS CAA AADGE

I THE 'DELICBT' LOO5E LCAF RECONO

P..r i.cord B6ok
nscord Aook ldr Tow.r. vrtibd

rnd Vl.lrd.. s@k
sdnd l.r rrs gm!i. .h.or. rnd pdou

. HOME SiNDER FOR "iIr|OI G

ar home rr ,oo and 11.2s Plue l9D

WI LLIAM H, VIGGERS
37, TiIGIIF'EtD CARDEIIS, ALDEi3HOT
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TIIE RINGING WORLD
PENMARK HOUSE, GUIIDFORD, SURREY.

GUI IAL iTel ,696351.

or chur.{r Bslr f,in..r
S. Goldsmhh, propri.ror and

€drbr undr hir ddrh in 1942.)
EdiIO[ C. W, DENYEfi,

Irl. Rinqine wo'rd comnnr*: w G wirson
(ch.tm.n),42

F. F. B. Sp..d and MB. P. J. ssniJonh
POSIAL SUBSCRIPTION iATES

3 MONTHS

f2.30 4a.55

ever. quarrer Peals ire freque.tly rung for

Willian Lruehton and his Rambling
Rinse.s mng at Barts in 1734, and an ex_
tracl l.om his diary reds:
We rrop upon tbs€ litlle bells,
Four differeDt D€.ls to dite( ouelv6,
Gladsire. Old Doubl.s. Simod{h 4nd Nes,
And Flith {e strock '€m good and ri@,

Thcse nrethods are still beits rmg aa
Barts and visilors lre *elcome to oar
Thundrv Dracli.es (coome.ce 6.10 pn,)
to ioin ua snd t.y thcir hand. Surday
rnr!Ln! A d! 5.50 Dm.. when tisitots ar.
d; ;orc \ckdna. lL is resrelred rhst
<lue to lhc Droimlv of rhe lo$er lo ibe
neuroloeicrl wards of the hospital ringilg
is tepl to c dininum, and cons.q@ntly
pcrdjssion to r'ns rt Barfs n n€ve. gv€t
to tosrinA px.tie3 or orgalised outinss-

R-L. B.

OVERSEAS RATES
Sur.o. Mail f4.25
Ak M.il fr.OO

n.hi!.anoos, pay.bl€
rholld b. .ddr....d lo ih. slb.cnpdon Mlnrc.l
lC. W- Luc6!), Th. nhshq world, P.hm.*
Hour€, Guildiord, S!r.v, GU1 laL |t.l. €9s35)


