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Waiting to release their twelve-
power

lh. bcll! ol Sl, Pruls lrood silcnlh itr
$ren s belfrt. woiting lo rc!.ase tleir rselrc
roic€d poNer. TIes€ bells. the hea est Deal in
the Norldn, ha.sin {*ood€nfrane, {ill b€th€
s..nc olthe \aiional 12-Bell StrikinsCronpcli-
iion on.l0lh Junc rnd lh. dry lill bc. good
olDorturill ro lDar rhat a hca\ 12 ofthc prc
Sinpson rnnine €rn sound lik€ forthebells hrr€
n€rer l€ft tbe tower sinc€ ihrn installatirln in
t8?8, l l lcs inglcbr l lhnngi t rgaboycthc12isth€
scryicc bcll casl by Philip \\igbtman in 1700
rnd affcctionltclt lnown to the scroof as _t[e

Tob Rrcock. a reporter lor lr1. C,.,nr{
.51a,,/anl recenLll \rore of his erperience {hen
!isiling a College Yorlhs. Fraclice nighl al Sl.

''One rinse. produccd a keJ_ lo oren a door
bcncath thc nonh wcslto{er and we began to
pou.d up a nlros spiral slaircasc inlo thc

s.$elive world ol the bells. lI thls rower hans
\omc l.11ons ofmeoli in fte othcf. hang the
clock bclb, nrclud nglh.lT lonsofc.cat Paul.

ln lhe rnrsinschanrbcrbcncalh the bellsthc
nngerssknd acircl. aLlhci..opes. h isquict
hclirr! rhe storm of \ound b.eaks our .bove
rhcnr .nd they speak liLllei rherc is alnrost d
fcelins ofrcv..cncc. lbr the bell\, which send
Lheir pcals lumblnrB o!c.coun1.)side and roof
rops rn lhe nosL hearL-l rchrne of English
sounds.c.nrhobeang4 gods.

aelbrc 1lE rlnging, Mark ltegdn lcd 
'rc 

up
ev.n nrro$erslonc stai6 into the bellrj- itsclf
F_rom here $e could look ounvards aL 1hc
elirter ofLondor. orerNhich Lhc pcah 

'ouldcr5cadc. L@king in{.rd.lhere. just bclow us.
sap.d thc 12 opcn noutl[ ofthe bells abour

Then the! rans and ail was imme*ed In
sound. tn Lhe hall-licht ol the moon .nd rhe
lrehlofLondon.Ilte bells leaped r.d ssuC ro
thc unsccn pull oflhc ropes as ifwilh iiib ol

lheir o$n. to$ing their frouths 10 fljne the
r.als inlo ihc niBhl. Thet sounded Lhus a
cenLury aso and would asain a ccntury hence
rn.$areness o1 morlalrty was In thc bclls.

Once lhey were numedb! rhick stonc walh
ind wc stood on the sl.irs. Mark Re$n lumed
toremark: ltsnlheranemotionalerperien.e.

B.E.M. forWetherby ringer
One 01 the county\ longcst scrving nenrbes

was honoured by theawardoflhc B.E.M. which
q$ Presented lo Mr. Harl Maen by Sir
william Bulmer. Her Majestyt Lo.d Lieu-
tena.l for thc Courty otwest Yorkhire, ar a
ceremonyin Wethe.by on I lthMay 1984.

As parr of lhe cdebralions. the rins€6 (oi
which Harry ms preliously Caprain) rang on
I2th Mat' nr his honouraquarterpeal.

12 May, 1260 Grandsre
e srody 2, Paurine

Horand 3, G Sm rh 4, B Moorhouse 5,A Caner 6, D

At the age of86 Harry issrillgoinsstrongand
does a fine dayt work from his ho e at thc
lodge whcre rhc band wcrc cn€dained ater
ringrng ahappyoccasionenjolcdbyall.

H.D.H.
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