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A Lost London Lament
ceof Dodd inliles itformation on \eleral

lost  t -ondon dngs (RW p. l1:12,2- l l - l j8)and thc
erccllenL and inletcslrns letter b) Phil Corby
''Old nen lnd lhei. yarn\' (6 I 8!. p.1)aflnds
inreresilns sidelishrs inlo irpcch of London
rinsinglun beloo lhc Sc.ond World w.r. lar
from being rcdiour, A Phll tugCcsls, such
''yarns arc of more lhan p.ssL.3 r.leresl lo
nan) ol us. I hope lhal Mr Cha.lcs Kipprn\
Srar Srreel erpericnccs rnd Jin I'riors at St
V!.y Matlelon ma! be sh!.ed $rlh us 1n your
colunns. wcainl seen nuthrn lctl

CeoFinvi le\  l i r r (hercomnrcni  on a numbcroJ
London.ings and I would [rn tfer him to the
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rcscu.. rrstde and ptc5ene these boi.ds b.tore
it is too laie'l Ncatby SL. Clenicnt Danc( n.ruld
bc! ftLing home: the borrd do\ n<aL 6 tr.u.ei!
one oirhc fincst ofils pcriod e!ern.de

I rhink thal  Phi l (  orb) has said ni ! rh .a\ l i ! t
l.ould onl! e! \econdhand tiom hr\ nrmite
lino\L.dgc of lhe bclls of St, \Iastrus thc
\hr i t r .  The beLh {cre or ig in!  Lr  a. lng oicreht
h\ Richad Phclps l7l,l. auemcnted to ren b)
Roben Cir l in in 17.18. Thc lenor ( l l  cs l )  \ .s
reu\L in 1E.11 adl lhc tcble in lli1l. bolh br

Ihc.e is oho a sanclus bcl l  of l5f '  tbt  heus
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Thr. :  r : : :  -  , - ' :  r . rL hoatdsi  one l81h

ha\. .  ra. : . .  : : : . . : t r  l . !beetaccompl ished
in rh.  n: : :  :  1r_:  -  i  r . ! .  has ccnr in l !  been
rcst . r . . . . :  .  I  - .  : :  :  1, \  rn ihc.hurchdypl
There r :_: . :  :  : . . :  r . r t l l  dna n {as nol
diill.r : .. . _: :ir .hadet ol oLd I ondon
rnrg. , i  . -_,  _.  . :  i  Lh^ mosl  ghosdy bel l i ! .
Ab.L. .  : r  .  : : ,_. , : rb.rnrcw.nqindoivq?s
conrF:: :  :  : \ : :  -n l ro reduce sound dis-
10'r  o" '  _ 

-  . : :  . iAdel . ldc l lou\c) ,  s i 'h
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Dunslan-in-1be Fasl
(c lRW 10-5-85. pp.4!2/ l l  b!  B.  R

RW l l '6 85, p 512 b) ne St

So far as All Hlttows F concerned, Phil ha\
added sobe n'rcrcsl'ns .ohnenl asto therrpre
war condiiion The sirlh, shich could not bc
kepl up s$ rccnn (b) $hom I don i knor) 

'.1886 bur lhe chimLns aDDadlus sar tittcd in the
l9:lOs J. A. rrollope simplt nrcnLnmt Lhrl tlic,\
trere urritrErblesince wodd W'ar L Oflhc pcal\
tung 1bcrc. lhe liAl ibur $ere coDm.mordtid
by peal-bodrds dc{royed in \lond wir ll; qurle
hoN rhe lacsimilebo.rd ofihc 8.1.16 oxlord T.B
M.joron l6- l -1818.amcabout I  donl  knowr t r

thlt il na) be lhc old one
rcumped. As lo rhe chime, Phil is doubllc$
co.recl .bout ihe lack ofa 'rus s lobbl and
lhe excusc *as always mde thal lhe toser Nrs
lnsat. Thrr dldn t sop {he archnccts Nho so
declard i r  f ronr sumouni ins i t  * i lh r  la l lspir
(. le.rurc it n*er bcfot possessedl. ahc DR_
war nlacombe aprrratus and lhc altnude ol Fr.
Clayron ( Tubby\" ialher). who as \ricar ofSl
Ma.y Nlagdal.ne. Orford, crpelled lhe fln8es
on th. sfound lhal they h.d intr.duced .
.lczcbel up lherc. and I fre.n lo sct then ouf'
pcrhaps efl.ct r .li(inct hcl ol inter.st In
rinsing belh br '-Tubbt Bc rhaL !s i1 nrav. lre
sas in Canr.h.lund raisns for lh. ncs church
qh.n one se. l th!  Toc H mcnrbcr ' . lohn
McconneLlofiircd lo paJ_ fot lhc shole chrnrc
An original quole for ! sct ol 15 silh a bars ol
20.st Na\ considcrcd too nodcst as earl! as
lg46: it look vcry Lnle lo!llcrlhc speoficalion
to n I ron bass bell for a chime ol 18 opcrable
bolh b,v clalier .nd thc back eiehl bv eleclro
lncumatic d.1ion. They rerc instrlled b.v lhc
jniddle of lg4E. I h.\e ro ldd Lhal althousb
persona L! preterri.g thc thoushl ofrcnlacing.
ri.C Rnh a ing. thG tinc sel ofbclls is enlirel!
sorthl oflhech!rch and a crcdit to ils ldutden,

M! arlicle on st. Dnnsran-n! fte-East Pas
callcd The last{ord inevery rcspecf (a quotc
lboul lhe bcll\ by Ron Dove) .nd bcvond
eipreslnc appreciation ol Phils \cry sracious
words,I intendlhislo rendrn thc case.

The orher St. Dunst.n's (in-the-\tesl. l'l€€i
Stre€o, which nos posscsscs r lnglc slallonarv
Me,r b.ll 01 1l c{t casr in 1961 and installed to
rcplacc thc quite detlicl eighl n 19T0narowcr
in Nhich I hale never even he.rd of anvone
ringing. Ahhoueh belh. scar and filtnrgs were
comDlctcly renroved. Lbe thrcc peal boards
describ€d in ny article are I rhink in situ As
rhere is elcry danger of ihc church becohing
redundant to Anslican use surcly tbere\ a
London insing societt sho sould attempt to
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S.nc1u\ beLLbea.s lh.  u\Lal  lormula:

I thmk ih!1 I am .otrcct rn rhi.lin! thlr l-r.
Ir\nes CLinton ($hosc falhBrs namc $as
inscrbcd uDon on. ol lhc bcLl\ !r BLndrd'd
torun (scc RW l9 l0 88 p 961) hnd lhdis
Drended thc bells to be iehung aftct nrerr
renDul. and had spoken rn thal lcnr to ltle
aoucse Youlhs Alier his dcalh interen s.ncd
prnicularl! aterlbe bclh were brouglrt up ritnr
rheir srorc to lhe lirundD .nd on shot tlasling
lour. l ihen.tumbeBl i letocisht  s€reloundlo
hc .rcked in lhe crcwn throush rus1 and con_
sequenr.xnansionoflhcnclst nicro{nslaples I
rirsi nrde lhen acquaimancc in rhe bellioutd'}

-\rrd. rhcrc rhey {ere bcrng kepl shi|sl the
.hurh audroriLies. dcvold ol Fr. F-vncs Clinlon
relt.d botb lhe bcllsand lhc ibund\ sitb s.ant
coul1esr. ln19661p. id.v ls i t to lhetower 'shctc
LL looled as il nonorialhadbeen foravcrr long
rins (housh lhe clocl s.s in sood oder and
nru{ hrre bcen marnlained).

Th. l luo n!  i rnsng onrn $d\ oor ib lc l i t r rhe
\ , ,q. ,  nount ul  t l r t  \  h th had (omc Lhr,u!h lhe
oDen hltchNa! in rt\ ceiling and coreing lhc
o.r tu l i ints $i ls 'und4 bcl l  f i t r rnss e\ !n dosn
ro I  rc roDe\ $ho'c rema'ns { i l l  hune arcun, i  on

rhc bcl ls {hich
:  r : . r r l  rhc lbr ldry in 1970.
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the Council lbr lhe Care of Churches who
advisd dgrinst sucb sale. Five yea6 lalc. rhe
ma(er was again raised and thc Fund agar.
referred 10 thc Council which sussested lhre.
altcrnalilc \chemes: 10 reslore and rehane rhc
tcnr to reslore and rehang the back cieh! b
restffe and rehangrhe front six o! allcmalilel!
malea ne$ liehl eiBhl. This was rej{Led oul ol
handlnd thconlj otherschene waslo scrap lhc
lronl eisht,lenor dnd sanclus, and ro rchanglhe
ninth lorslo{ aubrotic ssi.Bing. Even thrs
rhought up bccausc thc tower shnds open '

with a righl-ol:way benealh. access n) Ihe !ppcr
parts beins lhrough a ti.yd@.1n thc no(h-wen
pillar did not conrmcnd itsell tothemercen.r)
aurhorillcsthcn in ofllce and lhus Sl. Magnus r\
lcli with only a snill, poor. inaudiblc and
imccessible fndion of lhc lcncrosity ol i6
''Bounryful llcnctbcto.i'

Phi l  Co$y Ls $ry oul  on Holr ' l i in i | \ .
Souths.rk $hich he cl.ims is the Souih{arl
Diocesn Ofii.cs rn Si. Thonras StfNt. Thi\ b
lhc lormc.St Tlronr!\(lhurch. buill I70l undcr
Thona\ Can\rneht. ll wrs later idaptcd ai
sourh$arl c.lhednl (haprcr Housc. Iloll
Tr in i rJ (  hu,ch sr i l l (ands-notas!  church. bul
a .onc.n hllL - in Trinny Church Squae. go
dotrr Boroush Hish Slreer. pasr Sl. Georgc s(Er
anrljusL belor onesers ro NcwlnClon (rausc*rl
rurn into l . in i t !Slrccr.  anddrcchurch isrshon
wayalotrs Of thc \rnredate as Sl. Peler. LNcr
pool Grove, WalsorLh (llj23/4) il pds$cd rf
e len heal ierr iogoieighl  (18 cwo in an cquaLl l
smalltowc. fising abovc thesoDth portico. The
church was in ded wdy shen I sas it in 1966
no lonserin uscand in poor rep.ir. Ihe rlnCin!
room $rs. I think. behind thcsourh gallcq r.Ll
had a largc sindor Thc ropes had sone anl r
vcrticdl {@den ladder led one Lo lhe brCge(
' 'heap- im.gi iable Never l f  lhci ic ldof  p i rcor
lanct h.sso much bccn donc b! so mlny lbrn)
long. Thcsmcll srs indescnbable and I drd nol
cnly the bellhanges {ho a coupleof}eas ar.'
had rorrke dre derclicloctrvc olt ofrhcir t\k!
lier oak fom.. Fo. a colplc of !'cd6 lhc} l1\
alone\idcsr Magnusbells unril lheirrurn cnnre.
rhN tine to provide netalforthe delishriul in.
ing ofeight at SS. Andrcw & Thonas, Shofl
Strccli $ithlDcaNholollhcirold home. Theol(l
cight. b! Thomas MeaB ll, 1824 all boreslrnd
lrd loundJJ_ inscrlplions and ornam.nls Th.!
had been runsand perhapsCanon Felstead can
rmrlil! an! peal inlbrdalion ahi.h is knoM.
The rinsing chamber cerl.inlt oncc had pcrl
bo.rds.  rhough ihcy had eonc whcn I  v is i rc{ l
hopctirlL) to rn.rh.r honrc.

Hol '  TinrL!  i \actual l ,  in lbe oldborough oi
NeNingron $hose p.rish chorch ofst. Nlary. in
XcnniDgton Parr Road. is rh. iifth otr rhc \nr

(1957/8) hdvinsonlr an opcn gablcwith a MeaB
chiming bell. ln fronl slands lhe lower of its
Victorian pedeccsr (11i76) whose cottcnts I
have never exanined. 11 succeedcd!buildinBol
l?92, itsell lhe su.cesor of one in 1721, but
relrining the medi.cval tower One wondes
what did happen to thc eighL belh abich the

Ir would bc eood ifanyone who renEmbc6
them or knoss about the could wntc aboul
lh€ l6t bellsofchrisl Church. Bllckftas Rmd
which was bonbed and whose suc.esor is a
''nicc lltllcnodcm church silha lillleto{er10
nalch. How much gredter 10 havc rcbuih as
lhey did al 51. John. !!s$l Ro!d, K€ndnston,
.ven do{n 10 rhe bellframc-but emehow the
bclls wcrc nclcr put in. The original eiglrt a1 51.
John s w€re inroiced oul ofWhitcchapcl com-
plele wilh ringing [1tings, lianrc. chiding
apparalus. boxes lor the 71h dnd tenor .nges
and a tlllincd sund-deadenine nNr. all fof
I7ll.0s.0d. lwhat *r!i.el) aI thc lbllowing

I halcheardthalftc 31. John s ring serc a lcry
sood nn: nodoubt there are lhose who rcmcm

ln his lener Phil (o$! nrcnlnnrs lhe st.
Georg€, Canbersell rin8*nh ene drsl.vour.I
{onder il he nranr rhe bells (aeair in . rlny
tower)orncrcly ih. "go .I vcnr up thcrc wlth
rhc latc Jack Phillips who sid rhat Lher weFa
pErly lildc ine. All lhc rop€s. peal-bo.rds.od
ringea paraphemalia wde slill lhere, thoueh in
a bil ola slare, as lbough rhc last to ina thcre
(can anlon. make thc claiml) had mer€ly leli
rnd lbrsonen to comc ba(k. The bellloundeA
*ere \old thebells IirrepaiBto thcchurch roof
lrl is slill derelic0 and it has to bc sard lhrL
Whrtcchapcl did all thcy could Lo pr€ven( lhis
Dob$n. ofD)wnham M.rlehing. from bcins
scrapped. Sadly. iL $dsjusl beforc Bcll Rcscuc
l;unds andtnnsfeBcamc in cancst-thcrc wc.e

Philisaganr a liuleaslray {hen he quotcs St.
Ni.holrs. Deprfoil asa pr.tly drcadtul waflEt
fing . In facl they {cr! rchuns by WrrneA in
190.1. lbllosinC thc.olLpse ollhe Lop slage of
rhe ro$erand sub\equenr Eblilding.'f hctrwc.c
rn 1wo separare casfiron tEmcs which still
.cm!in: bclls 3, 6 and 7 beiry abore. AppaF
enlly Lhe lo{cr novcment saserc6sile $hich
would cont ibule to the poor 'go'ofrhe bel ls:
bu1 ii was nol onsidered dangc.ous. and I Dlr
vn lly lccl thal ro condcnrn a rine 1or srup
becruse ol tdraldelicrency and,'or poor "go" (as
$as in rbis case reporled lo h.re b.cn donc)ls!
poor solution tolhe prcblcm. Thcbclls$ereol'
consrderuble histofic interest. beine onl} the
Jecond eighl in Kent(Wre w.slhe fiNt)a.dlhe
onl,v ring crst by Samuel r.'cston and huc
Hadley. The frcnt six wcfc simply dated
*l i 0 l_ (ilih 1702) with lhc bonu\ ol lhe
lbundets innirls on Lhe sevenlh: S N I
l l  I  I0 f .  The renor.  €casi  ln 1E42, is st i l l
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Deloid oiLheir wheels, rnd wnh rheold rins-
ine CalLery and any .inseA junt' as ir was no
doubt considered. the surri!ing rrcblc.nd lcnor
Nere rearnnecd for cl@kins. An nrterestnr8
t lnre in theintefncdirte slaseof the lowerisd
mediacval truswork which probably su ppon.d
rhe prcvious fr.me. The pa|liculaf of thcs

fhe magnnicent to@r of St. John. Vassal Road,
Kennington lfotmerly eight bells. tenor 20 cv4)
awaiE its rew i"g fu which the l6me exists

Southwark, Holy Tinttt Church, trinity Squate
lfornerlv eistx bels. tenot 8 cM)

(leuine dsry liom Cmtal London and inlo
KenL one llnds lhe neisbbouring to$cr of Si.
\l!rgdct. Lcc {hcrc, sr.niflg srth th.ee bells.
thcr adding lnd cnllrs1ns, thcn lurLhe.adding
!n.l enlargins ina lbur-lie.lronea 14 cfi eighl
Lhr.g\ really {lid becone dangerous rs did thc
i.bic rh.t held lhem. Ralhcr than scrap bclls
alLoseLher they wcnt in lbf a chimc of 16- bass
bcll a cwt, on th€ old liam€. and can lron the
old mcLal. Old peal boa s. etc., are carefullJ"
pre5e^ed and. new one recordslhe rcasn why
llr. {ork {"s dorc. ln thc cifcunrslanccs, the
pan\hLoncN and lhe lirunder (Whnechaptll
hrve er€r' nshL to be proud ollhe advicegiven

Phil may lake conldd thar it is nol jusL old
nor (and who eid he was old?) who yarn. At
'hall:way 10 90 1 can do so just as well. but
onlj" at sccondiand. It would bc inlcrlstingto
hear of le\si roweNi ceon mcntioned
BrenIfo.d. no\l olwhose belh of couAe now
ri.F.l Sourh Mymm' I wonder ifthere ae any
nrcmorics of Si. Andre$ UndeNh!ft(now hung
deld in thc riqins lramc rith ! prl. of old
rinsins liLtide! in one come.) or lhe.ler€lict sir
ar St, r{thcrinc Crcei our oflhe cily. St. Lukc.
Nntford PIee, a Warncr six of 1854/5: or Sl.
Philip. Dalslon, srx, lenor ll-2-1.1 rnloiced ou1
in May and Aususl 1887 conplele wirh fnne
and ringing lillincs and which the li6t edirion ol
Oove says are "chinine onlr" and ediions ll
and lll tnnsforn inlocight rubular bclh - thcn
they vdnisb. as surely as the church has. And
there s even a n$terious live Lhe lront four
prrsc.tcd by the bountitul Barcne$ Burdelr
Coutts lo the nos unishcd Sl. Thonas,
Brroncss R@4 Bclhn,l Gr€€n, lo join ns
orieinalbellollS5l and lccofrpanied by a \et
oflcvcr dappe$ and rinsing nachine". These
bells slrll cxisl, as a chime, ar St. Andre*,
Roxboumc, Ha ow whcrc thcy wcrc hung with
rhrce ne{ MeaB Lrebles in 1957-cas110 rinsins
wci8htsard with a tenor of9 -2 -6 in Gsharp.

Long nay we yam, and hclp the ncmory 10
l,veon D,|D C.AWLEY (Revd).


