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Where the Towers no longer stand

.  Formerly ten bel ls

. Tenor 1 9rl, cwt in E

o Ant i-c lockwise

o Church demolished in 1878

o Bel ls hung in Al l  Hal lows, Lombard Street in 1879

. Former ten bel ls

. Tenor 1 9'l, cwt in E

o Bel ls or iginal ly from St Dionis Backchurch

r Church demolished in 1938

o Church, tower and bel ls rebui l t  as Al l  Hal lows,
Twickenham
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Where the towers no longer stand
The Demise of 5t Dionis Backchurch and All Hallows Lombard Street in the City of London

Two Necks aeo thcsc Fge\ lold of thc dcmi\e
oflhe bells ofSl lllagnus lhe Mdtyr, Tn m act lo
save th. bclls lioB deslrucion in the Wir.lhey
qcrc removed fion thc towerlut neverlepllccd
leaving the torvcr \hdin-s loday dcvoid of ils
rire. This wcek oui attenton i\ drawn lo r story
rvhcrc rhe converse is lr!c. shere dre beLls lcrc
res.ued fron ihc nrler while thc loscr itsell
$tu denolishcd. Oi the church lhat rcceired
them, thc t{rwer rlone sunds sone L3 mtlcs
away lion rts origiral locattun I

The church ol sl Dionis. tsekchurch once
srood on thc noah si{le of Fcnchurch Sleel al
thc conrer ol Llmc Streel behni a ros, ot
hou\es. ('Uackchurch in distnction lo lhe

by Di.kon R. Love
linner Sr Glbriel, Fenchurch somelnneslinown
as 'Forcchurch ) The ongind church rat
dcstrcyed in rhe Crcat Fire of 1666 aLthoughth.
lorer largcly sunived. Thai 6E was
responsible lbrchanging lhe skyline ol Lo on
lbr evei Donrlnatcd bt Lhe nll lo{cr of St
Pault Carhcdral und Lhe sprcad of towea lion
all thc olher clMches. man! oI whicl were
ncvcr .ebuill. r|e City'\ nrchirecls effeclivcly
had r bla.k shcct ofpaperon$hich to cfcdre lhe
ne$ sNylinc. The lie also dcstmycd a huge
nunrbcr of lhe bells. Tda!. orer lour hundr.rl
toaN laLer o y two bel\ d.ted ear er lhan thc
clrear !ir. suNive in thc City churches lhrl
werc dcstroyed dd rcbuilt aller LIE lire (ar Sl
Margrer Paftens and Sl Slephet, Walbhok).

l1 is not kno$n hoN Inany beils sere in SL
Dionis roser ar the timc, but cen.inll *rere isa
rccord 01 lile bells and r sdclus in 1552, dircc
other sarcrN bclls havi .t be.n sold somc ycur\
ex ler Onc histondn clainN lhal lhe bells in LIt
rovcr lt the linr ofrhc tip *ere ltung n' 1632.
The bod! ol drc chuch $.s rcbuLLt lid ! ncw
n4 of six bells {rs purcha\ed lrom Jrmes
Baftlctt rt Witechapcl in 167,141a cosl of!50
5s. l0d. lhel scE nung in lhc old lorvcr b' a
Nt Al len $ho $xs paj . l ! l0forrhelob. As ludds
permittcd, \o r lew lower wrs des.lred and
built lbr lhe.hurch irr l68.l loseihcrqilh a clock
and dial. Thc old losei stood ncxt to dre ftw
one for $me )ears during consrrucLjon ard
pfcsumlb\ lhe bcL\ $ere nlored iron, onc i{i

Lord Mayorand Master

One of the most nolable bc.cfaclors lo lhe
church nas Sn Henry Tulse. ddennar. Loid
Malor in 161j3 and \4!n{ of rlE Co cr.
Youths in 168.1. After hn death in lli89, hc {as
buiied nr a vaull id dte church. lnd ier the
church was evenntalll' pullerl dowr, lhe sronc
{$ movedto thc cou.lyrrd $'hich lhcn nrarked
the sile ofthc old chorchyard. Tne nrs.iPttun on
drisstoncsrsrecntln l9l7 dle erpense ot llrc
College Yoorhs, and the slone il\clf $rs lllcl
movcd Io lhc churchylrd ol St Edmunrl King

By 1726. Lhe sjr hclls were fourd lo bc out of
oderand dre icnorwas dackcd ,\tnrc mccr,ng
of rlE !.nry on 28rh August. r debale or llre
larious oplioN ro rcsloE the sourd of bc h to
then roser iook pllce. olre was lo Fcust the
cncked rcnor and rehang drc six bells n a new
framc Some nte'nbcr\ ol lhe vesrry hoqcvcr
hld nlesigatcd lhe posibility of cxchanging
the belh and old iiame for ! nes in.s ol ejghi
bells and a ne$ tuamc. A conlracl was dnqn q)
berseen the church nnd Richrrd Phclp\. lhe
Whirec|ap.lbell laurder,lo piovide a nng oi li
blLh sith r l,eNr of 20 cwr ard a req ouli
lir.re. Mi)be funds {ere morc ionhcomnrg
rhxr erDecrcd as eldudl) tso xddiLionrl bells
a,,d as;ocixred inmc$ol]. vere inalh,lcclvcd.
Si Dnmis now had !n xnliclockrvisc ring oflen
Loleder $i1h u chi iig machine lo ph) eielit
nnc\ on all ren bclls nr lhe 2:l hou6 ial1,6. t)

and 12 o clock). TIe .Loclr s,as sct lo \hke
rlu.rlers on the lrd. .1r[ 5th nnd 6Lh belh $Lfh
LIr llours on the teror bcll lnn rieoelitorot rhc
houn on rhe slin1s beu. The cl@li qas dlteFd
and lhe chim.\ added by l-anglet Brudle) xnd
dre linaldxt oflhe b.lls lion I'belps dnouttcd

Nor nany rinls oI le had been crn !t rhit
sL. ee. rn I td $ck d\ Lghr. so rhc liflicr li)'
! \ | I r ienr. , l  hr  rhc tnunLl  )  mieht c\ f la in rht

lhe lreble soon hmkc $d $a\ recrsl live year\
lcier. Th. .lth !.d llh hoseler wer. also !r
crlcli some ye6 larcr and scrc lhernselles
.eu{ rr lvlr ir..ha|]. L h)l h.inxs l-eslei

'l hc rcsNnsibilit) ol nneirg thc bclls icli l{)
rhe Coll.ge Youths u hc rxr! r Chnstmns D.l,
Ersrcr Da!, A\.rr\ on Dlj luhee llte lrie.ria
Franrbnlatn.n 01 lne F&+i b.undafic\ nnrk
tldce). wlrL Sddit. nre Qu..n \ hrLhda! .nd
other special occasion. The college Youths
weie Srdrcd 2 Suinca\ carh rinrt !\ thechnr.h
wardcn\ on behall ol rlre par ih

The ftsr peal on lhc brli' Lr.s on Lolh
Ocrober 1729 *hen the collrge \i{h\ fun8
Cfand\nrCllers. The tx(cm S.hn r\ rang the
ne\r one seren ycars laler. !l$ ot (n.ndiirc
Cirers. Thc College Youlhs itrrg rh. n.\t fc\
pc!!\ nr 1752 (Cn.ndsi€ Calctsi. I 161) lDoubie
Bob Roydl) ard 1785 (oxturd rB. Rolxll
lillo{iDgshich lhcrc {as r longgrp betorc lhe
nert |Eal. ! CumberLnd pcal ol Stcdmxn
( dte$. shrch was nng in lEi0. Atoderpeil oi
Sldn.n Carefs rung by lhe College Younr\ Ln
1852 ind the 1785 and 1852 pcl l \  $ere
rcco.def od ?eal boards in the ringrng roonr.
Tne hsr pea at St Dbris wds rune ln No!.m-
ber. 1878. just beture demolirion commenced,
bcinS 5.:00 Kedl lB. Royal nr I hours l0

Transferto Lombard Street
n)wuds li]e cod of lhe nnrereenLl! c.flur-a,

rbere sere nrolcs dlbot torerlucelhe nunrbcrof
churchcs in the Crtl. unile l|e parishc\. and lionr
thc pn)ceeds of the sllc of the increa$ngly
rrluble land. build churches 1o se^c lhc elcr
gro$iig {L rurb' ol llr cafilxl. St Dnnns wrs
on. of the |rr c.Ialrlc\ ud3r lhe Crlr L.fion
oi  Benr l rc. ,  \ : !  r  ln,  tu l led d.{n t  l l r l
. .d n( j rdtrL rnrLe{ i  : r  r r  r r - t  o l  (h.
. . i !hb.un! f . r .h. l  \ l l  I I .L l ld ' \ .  Lonl . l td
Srner 'ln. fro..rd\ .r l|e :de of rh. .huah
\enr r. r.triring All Hilloui rnd buildin.s i
nc$ .hu.ch of Sl Dioni\. Pfsons Gecn rn

ALt Hrll.ss. Lomba.d Stcct {!\ anolher
.huf.h thlr \as buill bcforc ihe Gerl Fire afd
ras ddiaged during it. Records slN$ lhal the
btrilding of thc church connetccd in li 16 *ilh
rhc to\crconplered in 15.1.1. Duch ol llre slonc
lnrl a bell framc conrinS lrod llre rcccnllt
dissoLlcd friory 01 sl Joh of Jcrusdlern ned
Snrithficld. A rine ol b.lls vas purhded bt a
Mr \!imer, onc of thc drQeis of |he patish, $ rlh
the inr.ition of donadtg thcm to dre pansl.
How.!er. beloe the donatbn could ule placc.
Mr wtdrer di.d and his sor ei6edlo connnue
sirh Ilrc donrtnrn. Therelore- thc ncw lo{er qis
only cquipped sirh one bcll. Some lide Jho lt
llter dolher bell qls nrsLalled in th. lo$d ls
irere is a fccord 01 l{o bells n 1552,xlthouehrl
is likclt rhtll dE orh.r b.ll {!\ ! rtull s.n.lus

The creat Fire
Follo$ing th. crelr Fire. A1! Hlllo$s N.s

iebuih by Chrislopher Nrcn bcn\ccn 1686 atd
l(rr) . l r tacoslol !8,058 l5s6Ll  Thi \ i is lhcla\ l
of rhe Cit! churchcs thal dri\ celebrdcd a.chi
recrconplctcO. tn*..0 utOeirg iBfsfered l. St
Dionls. Pdrsons Greer ir Fnlhdnr. lhe bells $cfc
Dresenred toAl Hal|ows lnd huns o lhdtb$er
in ftw fEnresorh and lill nAs by Merrs &
Stlinbrnli rn 1879. Th. ts! Fals boalds thrr
used lo h!ry i. thc Sl Dtunis ringine room \rere

(.ontinuell0np 8b7 )
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WEERE TOWTIRS NO LONGER S]IND - .rrd.
also tnnsfered to lhc wall of lhe ringine room
of A1l HaLlows. Tne Older in Coun did
howevcr stipulnLe thai rhc two bells at thal linrc
occupting the lowcr of All tl.llows drould be
rhn\feftd ro Par{ns G€et. This sa\ d order
Lhat fie All Ilullo$s churchwardens distgdded
as they well itslead lo St Pauh. Soulhwark.
The churchqadcnt at Prrsons G@n sere trot
hdppv about rhis. bul were soon Fcilied {ilh
rha donlrion of the bell fomrerly ar SI Michacl s.
Bussishaw (cast by James Bagley in l7l0 dd
cme via St Elheldreda s, Fulhan: Sl Michel\
was cvenlualll demolishcd in 1900). One of thc
bells at SlPaul s, Soulhwdl N.s laicr lnd to Sl
John's, Hcme B!y, Kenr.t thc genercuslnce ot
!20 $hcre ir wls hune by Sdnuel Gostin. Evcn
that church sas pulled down in l97l and an
.(empr to rrs.ue lhe be!1{as oade by the Kenf
Couniy As$ciarion ro no aldil as i1 fell ro
picce\ in the proccss!Il was discovered to hrle
been .asi bt Richard Phelps jn 172:1, weigled
? I 25 and nad ! diamcter of 34'1". Thc
Sourh$rl church wls bmbed in the wd and
denolshed, and the odler All Hrlkrqs be1l

Not much .inging look plee al All Hlllows
and only lbur peals serc cver rungr rwo nt 1897
o{ Grdndsire and Stcdnan wilh anoihcr in 1928
ofSledman. ThelNl pealwas rungon 24lh Ma)'.
1930 for the bells {ere nol destrned Lo remarn in
the towerforniuclr loneer The cootectron wrth
rhe Ancicnt society ol Collcgc \'{nrths con
rnrucd ar ir was listed as a b{er shere llrc
sociely dcasionally practBed'. Aite! barcly 60
yelrs, the cast $ all of All Hallows was ibund Lo

be unsale'. Despile a prutraded ba11le, the
suDeir of thc Lonl Mavor dd thc Comdon
C6incil. ihe pdishionen iost the day. As wirh Si
Dionis, lhe noney raiscd lrcn Lhe sale of the
lmd wenr inlo building ne{ churches in lhe
sublrbs of London. lhe lirst being All Hallows.
Norrh creenlord (coNecraled l94l). The Ciry
church ilself was demolished in 1938 and rcbuill
as the new church of All Hallows, Ts ickenham.

Twictedm ro \l,lndK' ... rhis would be rhc
founh rower in which lhese tsekchurch bells
would clll rhe faifhful io wo6hip.

Bolh lowers are now gone. dd very tav
peoplc elive today would reDembef All
uallows. wbile we sllll scc the likeness of AI
Hallo{s in lhe daughtd building, and allosing
ibr ihe variols relunings and tpl&emen$, thc
sound that now cllls from those louvEs is still
fie Backchurch soud. In fie early d.ts. rhe
rdsfer of a fing of bel\ hust hale been a.
unusualoccurence: hos plesine il isthatnow.
thruugh rhe good $ork of the Kehek Trusl dd
others, such acls of conservadon de nhred ro

origin.l 1726 Bek
church ten) were replaced wiLh new bclh in
1988. The old bells wet purchascd by Sl lotn
rhc Bapti\I, Windsor where il is hoped they wLll
one day be huis ro alenrent rhe rinB ofcleht to
1en thcrc. Sr Dionis Lo All Halldvs 10

THE GUILDOF RAILWAY RINGERS
AUTUMN MEEIING

WEST SOMERSET RAILWAY
SATURDAY 1st SEPTEIV]BER 2OO1

Tourd€par€lromTaunlo. rail
in.ludeslravel byviniage bus betw6entowerc

and West Some6ei R.ilwaysteam
Ringing will be 6t four lowers on the rouie

For more deiails p easeconlacl Chris Mew of
01926 402213

Everybodyiswelcome cbne and enjay a day
afinging andiavel by vintage ttansport!

Derails of the ring of lcn
tion Sl Diods io All t{allos\.

1. RichardPhelps 1132 25.li At'.wt
2.  RichardPhelps 1726 27'  5cwt
3. Ri<hardPhelps 1126 2a'/i' 5:l,.vi
4. Thomaslerter 1750 31" 6 olt
5. RichardPhelps 1726 32'li' 7tut
6. Richard Phelps 1126 341." 8@t
7. Richard Phelpr 1726 39" 9Y,<wt
L Thomas Lester 1750 39%' 11 cwt
9. Richard Phelps 1726 43'l/' 14.!rl

10. RichardPhelps 1126 44,L 19'l,cw\
Thesc wods abouL rhe Backchurch bclls

mcrely scraLh lhe surface ofa fascinaling Piece
of London ringing hhto,l. and there is mlch
more 10 be rcscarched. leam€d Dd disclosed. As
trls rcsearch condnues, uFlates may he found
on rhe Church tseLls of thc City of Ldndon

hltpr/web.ukonlin€.co.trt/dickon.lo!e/lo'don.
The aulhor woutd lite io fia.k Chns Picunrd

and Rev'd David Cawley lbr deir assisldce in

MOBE M)TICES
MIDDLESEXC.A. & LoNDoN D.G. N &E Districl.
10 bel Districr practic€ ar sr clemeni 06n3s,
Friday Aug!sl 31st from 6.30pm. Everyon€

ADVANCE NOTICE
Southwell D.G. North Notts District

OSWY STREET MEMORIAL
OPEN CUPCONTEST

(FORTEAMS FINGING MINOR METHODS)

SATURDAY 13th OCTOBER 2OO1
at Sutton-cum-Lound

Forcopies of lhe Rules r  ns Johi  Coateson
(0r?77) 703072 orvisiltho Gui dwebsiteat

ltrusoulhw.lldg,ors.u*

A funhet notice will appeat tequesting final
tean enttiesand nanesfottea by satutday

6th octobel

MIODLES€X C.A. & LONOON D,G. Southern
Distild. sat!rday 1st Seplember Ringlng ai
Harllngton 3.30-4.30. Tea at Narmondsworth 5.00.
Ringing at Harmondsworth 6.00 7.o0. 1054

YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION
GENERAL MEETING

SATURDAY 15Th SEPTEMBER 2OO1
Strlking comperilion at Sprotbrough {5,t0020)

1C0012.30
10.00 10.45 Blylh, Nofts 16) 624473
10.45 11.30 Hatuonh, Notts 16) 614917
11.30-12.15 Bawtry (6) 653930
12.1513.00 Tckhi l l  13) 592931
14.0015.00 SouthAnston {A) 519436
1500-16.15 Eck ngton (3) 432?94

SeryicealEcklngton 16.15
followed bV Tea lapprox 16.451and Meetinq
Names forlea MUST b€ senrto lan Nudson

101142694773) byTu€sday 11lh pl€ase
Ev6ning nnging

r9.30 2'1.00 Aoih€rham (r2) 429929
N.a. lil AtEckinsron.pl.Beue.rh.Town

c€nrrc car Prrk; lii) Th.r. will bs a balbr f6r
Cent.lCouncil Ropr..citrtiv.r liiil Unfinish.d

busines lroh rhe AGM will b.laken at this
M6dlins

ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION
STRIKING COMPETITION

SATURDAY 29th SEPTEMBER 2OO1
2.00pm 6b€l  drawGl Gransden
5.00pm Ll Gransden Village llall

lortea, resuhs6nd b!sin6ss meeting
lo ratifyf3,500 granl and€7,000 interesi

l reeloantoConenham
6.30pn a bel drawGamlingay

Nameslorid 6nd l€amsenteringto Calhe na
Griln rhs (014a0) 393372, by24th Sepremb€r

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION OF
CHANGE RINGERS

r25th ANNIVERSARY DINNER
PARK HALL, CHABNOCK RICHABD
SATURDAY 29th SEPTEMBER 2OO1

Sp€akersi Th€ Bishop ofBlackburn and
Sl€veColeman

Ickets, pr ce f23 fiom Donna Jones,
324 St.rlon fid, Bamber Bridge, Preslon

PRs6EH 01772330941
donnajones@ ineon€.f et

Choice ofm6nu, please asklorform
All 16plies byear!v Seplember

OPEN DAY
SATURDAY lst SEPTEIMBER 2001

Open from 1000
last admission 1600 hrc

Tho Whitech.pel Bell Foundry Ltd
34 Whitechapel Road, London El 1DY

ALLWELCOME
Adni$ion: f7 .dult/C4 child

Visl the histotic fo\ndry where Aig Ben and
theatiginal Libe y Bell weteca.tantt teatn

how bettsarc natte

Duelo the 6geofihe Fou.dry, n is regreited
rhatdisabl6d acc€ss is notava labl€

All children underthe age oJ l6 shou d be
accompanled byan ad! twho wi l lbe

f esponsible f oriheir conducr and satety

Coach pad es are requesred to contact us
d rect yso wecan slasgerthensuogest€d

aiiva times in orderto prev€nlvrsrtor


