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History has not been very kind to

the church of St Magnus the

Martyr. Once it was considered to

be one of (if not the) most

important parish church in the City

of London, standing as it did at the

head of London Bridge, the

veritable gateway to the City.

When it was rebuilt by Sir

Christopher Wren in the late 17th

century, he built a tall structure,

standing over the Thames at the

intersection of two of the City’s

main thoroughfares. Indeed, had

his plans to redesign the whole

street layout after the Great Fire

been approved, St Magnus would

have stood in one corner of a magnificent square, the equal to that

now named Trafalgar. And to cap it all, 10 bells rang out across the

Thames and up the hill.

Alas, as we step into the 21st Century, we see that the position of

London Bridge has moved away from the church, downgrading Fish

Street Hill into a back street, and the bulky Adelaide House has

eclipsed the church from the Thames and the surrounding views.

Furthermore, the bells were removed from the tower and

destroyed, and the tower has suffered from years of pollution and

decay. 

The old bells formed a ring of ten with a tenor of just over a ton. The

back eight were cast in 1714, ten years after the spire was built, and

the two smallest ones very soon after. The first peal, by the College

Youths (later named the ‘Ancient Society of College Youths’, or

ASCY) was rung on 15th February 1724. The two trebles were

recast in 1748 and again in 1831, with the treble yet again in 1843.

All these bells were cast in Whitechapel.

Ringing in the years before the War came under the care of the

ASCY. According to their minute book, they practised there for the

last time on 17th August, 1939. By June of that year, all ringing in

the country was ordered to cease, and a letter was sent to the

College Youths in December 1941 from the Rector advising that the

bells had been taken down and placed in the churchyard for safety.

The War produced many serious "bell" casualties, and many

churches and belfries were gutted. The roof and ceiling of the

church itself were damaged, but the tower remained untouched,

and had the bells remained in situ, they would have survived those

destructive years. The removal (which took place via the ringing

room window) was prompted by an American friend of St Magnus

church. In 1951, the bells were taken to the Whitechapel Bell

Foundry in preparation for refitting and rehanging. When they were

cleaned, four of them were found to be cracked, by which time the

benefactor had departed. Lack of funds prevented the completion

of this work, so they remained in storage despite the enthusiasm of

the then Rector, Fr Fynes-Clinton. As the other rings in other City

churches were restored, so ringing resumed in the City, and the

new generation of London ringers were largely unaware of the old

ten languishing in Whitechapel. The regime changed after Fr Fynes-

Clinton's death. The Magnus bells were for years stored in the old

back yard before removal to the foundry yard in 1971. Despite the

concessions made by the foundry and advice from conservation

bodies, nothing was done, and finally the church elected to sell

them for scrap. The swan song of the tenor was to accompany the

1812 Overture at the Royal Albert Hall during the 1976 Summer

Proms; in the autumn the whole ring was broken up in the place

where it had been first cast two centuries before.

And so the tower remained silent, and its corrosion continued.

In 2006, interest was renewed following leadership changes in the

church. A grant was received from the City Churches Fund to restore

the tower, clean the black pollution from the stonework, repair and

replace damaged stonework and leadwork, and protect the result

against the local pigeon and gull population. 

Bells to return to a restored 
St Magnus the Martyr

St Magnus the Martyr church –
soon to be cleaned and
restored.



It’s that time of year again! The City Corporation will be  
sending out its annual electoral registration forms in August 
to residents and City organisations in advance of next 
year’s full elections for the Square Mile.

Elections will be held in all 25 City wards so it’s 
more important than ever that everyone who is 
eligible to vote is registered to do so – and for City 
firms that means taking up all their voting entitlement.

The City’s election cycle is every four years and each ward votes 
for an Alderman (the senior member of the ward) and a number of 
Common Councilmen depending on the size of the electorate in each 
ward. These members then represent their electorate in the City Corporation’s  
committees and in the Court of Common Council – its main decision-making body.

As ever the City Corporation is asking for a speedy response – if only so it doesn’t have 
to keep nagging contacts within firms – and offers incentives for those replying early.

Other opportunities to get to know the City 
The City Corporation is keen to broaden businesses’ knowledge of the City as a way of 
encouraging participation in City elections and can arrange a tour of an area of the Square 
Mile led by an experienced City Guide for groups that may be interested.

More information
electoralservices@cityoflondon.gov.uk  
www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/voting

City workers and residents have some of the 
UK’s finest library and archives services on their 
doorsteps. Whether looking for a good read, business 
information, or an historical record they offer 
something for everyone.

The Barbican, Camomile Street and Shoe Lane libraries 
offer books, music, sound recordings, and DVDs for 
home use and organise a strong cultural programme 
including author visits, a wide range of children’s 
activities, and reading groups. Joining is free – all that’s 
needed on your first visit is proof of your identity and 
home or work address as appropriate.

The City is undergoing a 
considerable amount of 

roadworks at present which 
include the work of 

National Grid, through its 
contractor Morrison, 

replacing the Square 
Mile’s oldest gas 

mains. 

National Grid is investing £4m into replacing 6.4km of the 
City’s ageing cast iron gas mains, on an area by area basis 
in a one year programme, and will sustain the City’s gas 
supply infrastructure for many years.  

Where possible, the new pipes are being inserted into the 
old main, to avoid having to excavate the road.  There will 
be some disruption to the gas supply and traffic in areas 
while this takes place.  The City Corporation is working 
closely with National Grid and Morrison to keep this to 
a minimum and provisional advice is that the works will 
create a maximum 12 hour disruption to supplies.
 
More information 01277 814861 
or citywork@morrisonplc.com

Put 20 and 21 September in your diaries as the dates 
for the 2008 Open House London.

The capital’s largest architectural showcase, this year’s 
event will once again reveal the fabric of London in all 
its diversity: opening eyes and minds to the architectural 
gems, contemporary design and areas of urban change that 
define the city today.

In celebration of design 
excellence, over 600 
architectural activities are 
planned, giving Londoners the 

opportunity to experience architecture in the 
flesh and be part of a capital-wide idea for one weekend in 
the year. The creative teams that design, construct, conserve 
and regenerate the capital will also be on hand to share 
their expertise, insight and ideas, and explore the biggest 
issues facing the modern city. Alongside this are special 
programmes, activities and publications.

Look out for more details nearer the time at  
www.openhouse.org.uk

Something for 
everyone

Open House  
London -‘Architecture 
Up Close’

Register for  
City Vote ‘09

The Guildhall and City Business libraries hold a wealth of information focusing on different 
aspects of the City with Guildhall concentrating on the City’s history through its unrivalled 
collections of archives and printed material which, together with London Metropolitan 
Archives’ holdings, have been designated as collections of outstanding national and 
international importance. The City Business Library’s extensive collections of directories, 
market data, newspapers and business magazines, daily share price data, company profiles, 
and economic reviews and forecasts by contrast focus on supporting the modern City’s 
business information needs. Both libraries also offer fee-based research services tailored to 
your individual information needs.

All the libraries offer free access to the internet; photocopying, printing, and scanning 
facilities; plus a range of word processing and other office software and increasingly 
many services are available through the internet. The libraries’ catalogue – via which 
lending library members can reserve and renew items and access online resources 
such as KnowUK  and the Oxford English Dictionary – is at www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/
librarycatalogue as is COLLAGE, an innovative image database containing over 20,000 
works of art from Guildhall Library & Guildhall Art Gallery.

“Men at work”
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WARD MEMBERS
To write to any of your Members, to let us

know if you wish to receive this newsletter by

email in future, or to inform us if you wish to

be taken off the distribution list write c/o 

Member Services, City of London,

Guildhall, London EC2P 2EJ

or email: col-eb-tc@cityoflondon.gov.uk
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We are your elected representatives for the

ward and would be pleased to meet with

people living and working in the ward to

learn of your views of the area and if we can

be of assistance.

Alderman Alan Yarrow

alan.yarrow@drkw.com

Deputy John R. Owen-Ward

MBE

john.owen-ward@cityoflondon.gov.uk

Brian Harris 

col-eb-tc@cityoflondon.gov.uk

At the same time, an appeal for £250,000 was launched under

the direction of Dickon Love, a member of the church and the

ASCY, to restore the inside of the tower, install a new ring of 12

bells and repair the clock bell so that it can be used once more to

chime the hours and the angelus. Fundraising was swift with

generous donations received from livery companies, bellringing

organisations and individuals, not only from the City, but from all

over the world. In the world of bellringing, this has become one

of the most significant new rings of bells to be planned, not just

because of its prestigious location and association with the

world’s premier ringing society, but through its links with the very

origins of the art and science of change ringing itself.

Two significant milestones in change ringing took place on the old

St Magnus bells. The first peal on the bells in 1724 was also the

first peal to use what is now a standard pattern for the structure

of such peals. Another peal in 1931 was the first time a 10 bell

peal was rung using more than one change ringing method.

Neither of these important performances was ever recorded on

peal boards on the wall of the ringing room, as is standard

practice for such things, and it was resolved that as part of the

restoration of the bells, some of the historical significance of the

place should be reaffirmed. Following a successful visit from the

Bridge Ward Club in 2006, the appeal was delighted to receive an

offer to fund the two peal boards planned to hang on the walls of

the new ringing room. Each board is 3 feet tall and painted in

black gloss upon which letters in gold leaf appear. Recently

completed, they will be dedicated at a Sunday morning Mass

when members of the Club will be invited to attend.

Fundraising has been continuing apace with now only £15,000

left to raise. The order for the new bells has been placed with the

Whitechapel Bell Foundry, which expects to start casting the 12

bells in the autumn of this year. In the mean time, scaffolding will

appear round the tower in July as the restoration work begins. All

being well, the 12 new bells will be delivered to the church in

February next year and will be baptised and anointed by the

Bishop of London in an ancient ceremony, in the presence of the

Lord Mayor. Each bell will be named after an appropriate saint,

and will bear a Latin inscription seeking prayer as it sounds across

the City.

The response to this appeal has been astonishing, and the church is

extremely grateful for the generosity shown by so many. St Magnus

will never have the status it once had, but its gleaming new tower

and powerful voice pealing across the City will remind us all that it is

still there, fully playing its part in our heritage and in our worship.

For more information or if you wish to make a contribution to the St

Magnus the Martyr Bells Fund, please contact Dickon Love on

07983 352279 or secretary@ascy.org.uk.

The two peal
boards 
donated by
the Bridge
Ward Club.
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